


Thank you for joining us at the Empowerment Congress 
Annual Summit, which commemorates our 33rd year of 
community education, engagement, and empowerment. 
This event is a testament to the power of people, and 
the agency of individuals in shaping the communities in 
which they live—a cornerstone value of our organization. 
The notion that constituents should have a voice in the 
decisions that impact their daily lives is as fundamental as 
it is revolutionary. Since our founding in 1992, community 
stakeholders have worked alongside elected officials to 
make a lasting imprint.

In 2025, we must confront challenging circumstances 
and increasing political accountability concerns.  Risks 
to civic engagement advocacy in the pursuit of equity 
in resource distribution threaten our rights, enhance 
homelessness and housing insecurity and reinforce social 
inequality and material disparity. The troubling ways in 
which our opportunities for reciprocal accountability and 
participatory democracy are being overlooked in the 
current political landscape make it clear that our pursuit 
of justice is far from over.

This year’s theme – “Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos 
or Democracy?” – poses a choice with implications for 
how we direct and conceive our civic engagement efforts.  
On what issues do we focus our attention? How do we 
engage other civil society players?  What will it take to hold 
public officials accountable to the mission of representative 
government in a democratic republic? Does individual 
action still matter? Can collective action still influence 
implementation of decisions made at the ballot box?  Do 
we still make a difference?

Today, we focus on highlighting the ways in which 
our voices still matter. We must engage our allies and 
identify new ones. We must remain vigilant advocates for 
ourselves, our families, and our neighbors. We must focus 
our attention on achieving results. We must demand 
accountability and successful implementation of policies 
that claim to address our interests in democracy, equity 
and social justice. We must identify and seek reversal of 
policies that threaten our interests.

Today’s Summit commences with an invigorating and 
powerful conversation between a few of our elected 
officials, heralded for their championship of democratic 
participation who must now navigate unsettling political 
times punctuated by natural disaster.  The panel is moderated 

by long standing Empowerment Congress Member and 
KBLA Talk 1580 Founder, Tavis Smiley. Our plenary session 
also highlights one of the most impactful, but often 
underestimated, sectors for social equity and justice – the 
philanthropic sector. The Los Angeles philanthropy sector 
translates policies and funding into action to serve our most 
vulnerable Angelenos. Philanthropic organizations provide 
funding for direct services to Angelenos experiencing 
adversity, advocate to diminish prevalent social inequities, 
and challenge systems to adjust their perspectives towards 
increased servant leadership. This year’s Summit seeks to 
uplift the role of philanthropy and engage attendees with 
resources and toolkits to uphold democracy.

We are motivated by our Summit workshops that examine 
potential threats to our democracy and seek to prevent 
chaos. These sessions will provide thoughtful insights 
to advance accountability of Measure A, clarify the 
implications of Measure G for South LA, assess the threats 
and promises of Project 2025 and Agenda 47, and provide 
tools for conflict resolution amidst a landscape that projects 
uncertainty and visceral injustice.

Over the next several weeks, we will continue to enact our 
core mission to “educate, engage, and empower” with 
opportunities for you to join our working groups in their 
understanding of government reform, greater accountability, 
and homelessness, while seeking opportunities to influence 
decision-making. Participatory democracy is an evolving 
process that does not stop at the polls. It requires ongoing 
investment in challenging the status quo and holding 
ourselves and our representatives accountable for shaping 
the communities we deserve.

We would be remiss if we did not expressly acknowledge 
the many volunteers that allow us to continue to thrive 
after more than 30 years of advocacy and engagement. 
In addition to our core leadership body, we recognize that 
we have a passionate community of loyal adherents that 
energize our working groups and other mobilization efforts. 
We are grateful for your consistent presence, which enables 
us to make a lasting difference.

We thank you again for attending the 33rd Annual 
Empowerment Congress Summit and encourage you 
to take the next steps to engage in our evolving civic 
engagement experiment that calls forth neighborhood 
groups, residents, nonprofit organizations, businesses, 
religious institutions, and community leaders.

Dear 33rd Annual Summit Participants:
THANK YOU 

to our generous event 
sponsors, whose contributions 

support our legacy of 
empowerment in LA County.

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.empowermentcongress.org/donate
for more information on how to become 
a supporter.

The Empowerment Congress is a fiscally 
sponsored project of Community Initiatives.

SPECIAL THANKS to our media partner, KBLA Talk 1580,
and to our venue partners, Charles R. University of  

Medicine and Science and John Wesley Health Center.

In addition to our sponsors named above, we are grateful  
to individual contributors to our work and mission.

Consider a monthly recurring donation of $19.92, 
in honor of our founding year, to sustain our work for equity 

and community empowerment in Los Angeles County

On behalf of the Empowerment Congress Leadership Council,   

REV. EDDIE L. ANDERSON 		     RHEA K. MAC
Empowerment Congress 33rd Annual Summit Co-Chairs		

SIGNATURE SPONSOR VISIONARY SPONSOR

ENGAGEMENT SPONSORS PROGRAMMING PARTNERGRASSROOTS SPONSOR

EMPOWERMENT SPONSOR

1“WHERE  DO  WE  GO  FROM HERE  -  CHAOS  OR  DEMOCRACY?”





9:00 AM  |  CALL TO ORDER

TAVIS SMILEY
Nationally syndicated talk radio host and chief visionary officer, KBLA Talk 1580

EMPOWERMENT CONGRESS WELCOME
Rev. Eddie L. Anderson

Co-Chair, Empowerment Congress Summit

FOUNDER’S REMARKS
Mark Ridley-Thomas, PhD

Founder, Empowerment Congress

PUBLIC POLICY PANEL  |  Moderated by Tavis Smiley

PHILANTHROPY PANEL  |  Moderated by Tavis Smiley

EMPOWERMENT CONGRESS BUSINESS

Rhea K. Mac 
Co-Chair, Empowerment Congress Summit

BREAK

11:30 AM  |  CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS

“Where Do We Go From Here - Chaos or Democracy?”
SUMMIT PROGRAM

Hon. Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Representative, 37th District
U.S. House of Representatives

Hon. Isaac Bryan
Member, 55th District
California State Assembly 

Hon. Sade Elhawary 
Member, 57th District
California State Assembly

Hon. Marqueece Harris-Dawson
President, Los Angeles 
City Council

Shane Murphy Goldsmith
President & CEO
Liberty Hill Foundation

Joanna Jackson
President & CEO
Weingart Foundation

Miguel Santana
President & CEO
California Community Foundation

Renata Simril
President & CEO
LA84 Foundation

Program content for the 33rd Annual Summit is current as of printing 
and is subject to change.

PLEASE SCAN THE QR CODE 
or visit www.empowermentcongress.org/annualsummit/ecsummit33 
for more information on today’s programming, including moderator, 
plenary panelist and workshop panelist bios.

Working group meetings and special events
•	 Homelessness Working Group  

(2nd and 4th Thursday, monthly)
•	 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count  

(check EC website; postponed due to fires)
•	 Season of Nonviolence (January 30 - April 4)

Signature Events
•	 Juneteenth Dialogue and Celebration, 

Saturday, June 21, 2025
•	 34th Annual Empowerment Congress 

Summit, January 2026

Please check our website for an up-to-date 
schedule and for meeting and event details 
www.empowermentcongress.org

FUTURE PROGRAMMING
The Annual Summit sets the stage for the 
Empowerment Congress’ programming and 
advocacy year, providing a blueprint for the 
organization’s work in the months to come.
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33rd Annual Summit Workshops

This year’s Summit features four engaging workshops that will provide participants 
with tools to choose the principles of civic engagement that will empower us to 
navigate increasingly challenging times.

Visit the Empowerment Congress Summit website for additional information about 
presenters and resources for each workshop.

Bridging the Divide: Productive Dialogue in Uncertain Times
In an era of heightened uncertainty, our communities face rising tensions and 
polarization, especially during moments of significant societal or political change. 
This workshop equips participants with practical tools and strategies to foster 
productive dialogue in the face of disagreement. Whether engaging with friends, 
family, or colleagues, participants will learn to ask effective questions, identify 
shared values, and cultivate mutual understanding—even when perspectives 
differ widely.

Through interactive discussions, hands-on activities, and role-playing exercises, 
attendees will develop the skills needed to navigate challenging conversations, 
manage emotional triggers, and build bridges across divides.

What does Measure A mean for South LA?
The argument for Measure A is a more equitable allocation of funding to address 
homelessness in LA County. Attend this workshop to learn more about how 
Measure A is supposed to work toward remedies to the humanitarian crisis of 
our generation.

Project 2025 - Threat or Promise?
Project 2025 was widely discussed during the November 2024 presidential 
campaign. It was disavowed by the eventual winner, President-elect Donald Trump. 
However, many observers believe Project 2025 is the implementation strategy and 
program for Agenda47. Attend this workshop to learn about the playbook for 
the new administration in Washington, D.C. and its potential effect on disaster 
recovery, public education, health and mental health care delivery, infectious 
disease prevention in Los Angeles County.

What does Measure G mean for South LA?
The passage of Measure G represents the most profound change in LA County 
government in more than half a century. Attend this workshop to understand the 
potential impact of an elected CEO, a nine-member board, and a new ethics 
department on South LA.

PLENARY SESSION PANELS

PUBLIC POLICY PANEL DISCUSSION
This panel will discuss the role of political leadership in response to the question: “chaos or democracy?” featuring 
Los Angeles elected officials. An extended conversation moderated by KBLA’s Tavis Smiley will provide some of 
Los Angeles’s political leaders to share their views about the incoming Trump administration’s plans to address 
inflation and the cost of groceries, immigration and foreign policy. The discussion will explore the recent firestorm 
within the context of climate change; the impact of today’s media environment and the role of disinformation; 
infrastructure investment and community resiliency; the significance of civic engagement; the role of the EC; and 
the importance of public participation in government policy making and addressing the community challenges.

PHILANTHROPY PANEL DISCUSSION
The panel will discuss the role of philanthropy in addressing the question of “chaos or democracy” in a society 
increasingly characterized by income inequality, a fraying social safety net and a lack of commitment to the general 
welfare of its people. The discussion will focus on how philanthropy is addressing gaps in human service provision 
and public participation in service delivery, public policy formulation and civic education. 

Special thanks to California Community Foundation, LA84 Foundation, Liberty Hill Foundation, and 
Weingart Foundation for participating in this important discussion.

Shane Murphy 
Goldsmith
President & CEO,  
Liberty Hill Foundation

Joanna Jackson
President & CEO, 
Weingart Foundation

Renata Simril
President & CEO, 
LA84 Foundation

Miguel Santana
President & CEO, 
California Community 
Foundation

Hon. Sydney 
Kamlager-Dove
Representative, 37th District 
U.S. House of Representatives

Hon. Marqueece 
Harris-Dawson
President, Los Angeles  
City Council

Hon. Isaac Bryan
Member, 55th District
California State Assembly 

Hon. Sade Elhawary
Member, 57th District
California State Assembly

Tavis Smiley
Talk Radio Host and Chief Visionary Officer, 
KBLA Talk 1580

MODERATOR

PANELISTS 

PANELISTS

5“WHERE  DO  WE  GO  FROM HERE  -  CHAOS  OR  DEMOCRACY?”4 33RD  ANNUAL  E M PO W E R M E NT  CO NG R E SS  SU M M IT



33rd Annual Summit Workshops

This year’s Summit features four engaging workshops that will provide participants 
with tools to choose the principles of civic engagement that will empower us to 
navigate increasingly challenging times.

Visit the Empowerment Congress Summit website for additional information about 
presenters and resources for each workshop.

Bridging the Divide: Productive Dialogue in Uncertain Times
In an era of heightened uncertainty, our communities face rising tensions and 
polarization, especially during moments of significant societal or political change. 
This workshop equips participants with practical tools and strategies to foster 
productive dialogue in the face of disagreement. Whether engaging with friends, 
family, or colleagues, participants will learn to ask effective questions, identify 
shared values, and cultivate mutual understanding—even when perspectives 
differ widely.

Through interactive discussions, hands-on activities, and role-playing exercises, 
attendees will develop the skills needed to navigate challenging conversations, 
manage emotional triggers, and build bridges across divides.

What does Measure A mean for South LA?
The argument for Measure A is a more equitable allocation of funding to address 
homelessness in LA County. Attend this workshop to learn more about how 
Measure A is supposed to work toward remedies to the humanitarian crisis of 
our generation.

Project 2025 - Threat or Promise?
Project 2025 was widely discussed during the November 2024 presidential 
campaign. It was disavowed by the eventual winner, President-elect Donald Trump. 
However, many observers believe Project 2025 is the implementation strategy and 
program for Agenda47. Attend this workshop to learn about the playbook for 
the new administration in Washington, D.C. and its potential effect on disaster 
recovery, public education, health and mental health care delivery, infectious 
disease prevention in Los Angeles County.

What does Measure G mean for South LA?
The passage of Measure G represents the most profound change in LA County 
government in more than half a century. Attend this workshop to understand the 
potential impact of an elected CEO, a nine-member board, and a new ethics 
department on South LA.

PLENARY SESSION PANELS

PUBLIC POLICY PANEL DISCUSSION
This panel will discuss the role of political leadership in response to the question: “chaos or democracy?” featuring 
Los Angeles elected officials. An extended conversation moderated by KBLA’s Tavis Smiley will provide some of 
Los Angeles’s political leaders to share their views about the incoming Trump administration’s plans to address 
inflation and the cost of groceries, immigration and foreign policy. The discussion will explore the recent firestorm 
within the context of climate change; the impact of today’s media environment and the role of disinformation; 
infrastructure investment and community resiliency; the significance of civic engagement; the role of the EC; and 
the importance of public participation in government policy making and addressing the community challenges.

PHILANTHROPY PANEL DISCUSSION
The panel will discuss the role of philanthropy in addressing the question of “chaos or democracy” in a society 
increasingly characterized by income inequality, a fraying social safety net and a lack of commitment to the general 
welfare of its people. The discussion will focus on how philanthropy is addressing gaps in human service provision 
and public participation in service delivery, public policy formulation and civic education. 

Special thanks to California Community Foundation, LA84 Foundation, Liberty Hill Foundation, and 
Weingart Foundation for participating in this important discussion.

Shane Murphy 
Goldsmith
President & CEO,  
Liberty Hill Foundation

Joanna Jackson
President & CEO, 
Weingart Foundation

Renata Simril
President & CEO, 
LA84 Foundation

Miguel Santana
President & CEO, 
California Community 
Foundation

Hon. Sydney 
Kamlager-Dove
Representative, 37th District 
U.S. House of Representatives

Hon. Marqueece 
Harris-Dawson
President, Los Angeles  
City Council

Hon. Isaac Bryan
Member, 55th District
California State Assembly 

Hon. Sade Elhawary
Member, 57th District
California State Assembly

Tavis Smiley
Talk Radio Host and Chief Visionary Officer, 
KBLA Talk 1580

MODERATOR

PANELISTS 

PANELISTS

5“WHERE  DO  WE  GO  FROM HERE  -  CHAOS  OR  DEMOCRACY?”4 33RD  ANNUAL  E M PO W E R M E NT  CO NG R E SS  SU M M IT



CO
LL

A
BO

RA
TI

O
N

S Girls Club of Los Angeles (GCLA)

Girls Club of Los Angeles (GCLA) is dedicated 
to fostering a culture of justice, equity, 
diversity, and inclusion. GCLA embraces these 
principles in pursuit of their mission to enrich 
the lives of underserved, at-promise children, 
youth, and families through early education, 
youth development, and community outreach, 
which will contribute to self-sufficient, 
productive individuals. GCLA collaborates 
with the EC to promote our common goal to 
strengthen families and instill shared values of 
civic engagement, democratic participation 
and reciprocal accountability. GCLA frequently 
encourages the youth they serve to attend 
EC events, and their active participation 
contributes to sustaining a culture of justice, 
equity, diversity, and inclusion.
 
GCLA was organized under the guidance 
of the National Girls Club of America and 
officially began operations on June 12, 1972. 
The initial leadership was Los Angeles Unified 
School District teacher Clara Hood, with 
sponsorship from the board of the Epworth 
Methodist Church in South Los Angeles. This 
non-sectarian, non-profit organization was 
the first of its kind to be organized in Los 
Angeles under Girls Incorporated, formerly 
the National Girls Club of America. Today, 
GCLA’s President and CEO co-chairs the 
Empowerment Congress Leadership Council, 
furthering its impact and commitment to 
community empowerment.

The Empowerment Congress thrives on consistent and 
meaningful engagement with constituents who are passionate 
about making a direct impact on the communities in which 
they live. Our signature events provide opportunities for 
citizens and stakeholders to discuss timely issues and to 
create action-oriented spaces that can inspire organic change.

The EC continues to expand its cohort of 
partners in service to our mission to educate, 
engage, and empower the community. 

Pursuing Justice through Participatory Democracy
32nd Empowerment Congress Summit

The Empowerment Congress returned to the campus of 
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science to host 
the first major LA County District Attorney candidate forum 
of the year, moderated by Spectrum News 1 anchor Giselle 
Fernandez and KBLA Talk 1580 Chief Visionary Officer Tavis 
Smiley. Seven candidates for the County’s top prosecutorial 
position made their case to an in-person audience of more 
than 350 participants and a live radio audience on KBLA 
Talk 1580. Spectrum News 1 aired multiple broadcasts of 
the candidate forum, expanding the reach of the important 
conversation. Candidates were asked to respond to a number 
of questions relating to critical issues, such as homelessness, 
racial disparities in criminal sentencing, and philosophies 
around community engagement in their leadership practices.

Following the forum, participants engaged in a teach-in on 
the USA v. Mark Ridley-Thomas (MRT) case, learning the 
general details of the trial process, from indictment to appeal, 
and exploring the specific details of the USA v. MRT case. 
A panel of individuals familiar with the case, including a 
member of the appellate team for MRT, discussed the state 
of the case and its importance in the overall legal landscape. 
The teach-in addressed the case’s potential impact on 
reciprocal accountability, a foundational principle of the 
Empowerment Congress, and how participatory democracy 
plays a critical role in ensuring that justice can truly be served.

Facing the Rising Sun: Pursuing 
Climate Justice through 
Community Participation 
2024 Juneteenth Dialogue  
& Celebration

The Third Annual EC observance 
of Juneteenth explored the theme 
“FACING THE RISING SUN: Pursuing 
Climate Justice Through Community 
Participation.” The EC partnered with 
KBLA Talk 1580, the Institute for Non-
violence in Los Angeles (INVLA) and the 
Emerald Cities Collaborative Ubuntu 
Initiative at the historic Holman United 
Methodist Church for this signature event.

As recent events in L.A. demonstrate, 
climate change poses an existential 
threat to humanity. The event focused 
on how the community can harness the 
emancipatory spirit of Juneteenth to 
pursue climate justice in meaningful ways. 
The 2024 program included a tribute to 
the late Rev. James Lawson, Jr., a climate 
and community initiatives panel on “What 
Juneteenth Can Teach Us About Climate 
Justice,” and an interactive, professionally 
facilitated dialogue entitled, “Pursuing 
Justice Through Community Participation” 
among attendees.
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Partnership for Growth Los Angeles 
(PFGLA)

The Partnership for Growth LA is a Black and Jewish 
Community Development Corporation established 
to build sustainable community wellness and 
cooperative development among residents of 
South and West Los Angeles. PFGLA was founded 
by disruptors who listen and respond to the needs 
of the communities they serve. It is built upon a rich 
history of Black and Jewish co-organizing, paying 
homage to the Civil Rights Movement’s fight for 
fairness and justice. While the partnership is unique, 
it is not new.

Founded in 2020, the organization believes 
diverse partnerships are critical to successful 
programming and providing opportunities for our 
community. PFGLA seeks to address core needs 
vital to community members’ quality of life, such 
as food access, job and economic security, primary 
education support, and workforce development. 
PFGLA is inclusive, collaborative and advocates 
for investing intentionally in our communities, in 
a manner that fosters sustainability and growth 
from within, in a manner that can be replicated for 
long-lasting positive impact. The organization is 
dedicated to thoughtfully investing resources to 
support locally owned and operated businesses 
within communities.

PFGLA was an active partner in the Third Annual 
Juneteenth observance of the Empowerment 
Congress, which looks forward to deepening this 
relationship.
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The ongoing engagement 
of our working groups helps 
to cement our foundation 
and it leads to a range of 
outcomes, including policy 
implementation, greater civic 
education, and community 
activism.  Engagement in 
the Empowerment Congress 
provides individuals with a 
sense of ownership in the 
decisions being made to serve 
their community.
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Civic Engagement Working Group

The Civic Engagement Working Group 
promotes efforts to achieve equity, respect 
for diversity, reconciliation, and the 
dignity of all people. With an emphasis 
on the principles of intentional civility, 
reciprocal accountability, and participatory 
democracy, this working group identifies 
strategies to inform, equip, and mobilize 
diverse stakeholders throughout Los 
Angeles County to impact change. In 
consultation and collaboration with a 
wide range of experts, this working 
group helps to enhance programming 
and presentations of the Empowerment 
Congress through the practice of inclusion 
across all areas.

The 2024 election cycle provided a 
number of opportunities to educate 
community members about local and state 
measures, including Measure A, as well as 
Propositions 5, 33 and 36. The EC kicked 
off our year with the LA County District 
Attorney Candidate Forum at our Annual 
Summit and continued educating voters 
throughout the 2024 general election, 
during which we held watch parties 
for all three debates connected to the 
presidential election.

Homelessness Working Group

The Homelessness Working Group educates 
constituents about policies, programs and 
advocacy opportunities that would further 
collective action and solutions to address 
homelessness. The working group is 
dedicated to understanding the root causes 
of homelessness, advocating for more 
resources to the multifaceted response to the 
homelessness crisis (street strategy, interim 
housing, permanent housing, and prevention, 
with supportive services embedded 
throughout), and providing leadership around 
mobilizing and educating the community 
around needed policy changes.  

The Homelessness Working Group featured 
numerous speakers throughout 2024, who 
highlighted the work of their organizations 
and agencies, particularly related to Los 
Angeles County residents experiencing 
homelessness. Featured guests included 
Dhakshike Wickrema of the State of 
California’s Business, Consumer Services 
and Housing Agency, Janet Kelly of 
Sanctuary of Hope, Dr. Udey C. Ukpo of 
the Los Angeles County Medical Examiner’s 
Office, and Will Nicholas, Ph.D., MPH, LA 
County DPH Center for Health Impact 
Evaluation. Participants in the working group 
were able to engage with experts in their 
fields to consider additional ways to advocate 
for homelessness abatement in LA County.

Visit our website to learn more about 
these and other programs, and to view 
replays of the presentations!
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Homelessness Working Group
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collective action and solutions to address 
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replays of the presentations!
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Join the Empowerment Congress and be a force for change!

Are you passionate about making a difference in your community? Do you believe in 
empowering citizens, educating others about political matters, and taking action to 
address urgent social issues? If so, the Empowerment Congress is the place for you!

With thought-provoking discussions and actionable strategies, we demonstrated the 
power of collective efforts to bring about real solutions through our 2024 programming.

By joining the Empowerment Congress, you will:

•	 Collaborate with like-minded individuals to influence policies and 
drive change.

•	 Engage in workshops, meetings, and surveys focused on civic 
education and advocacy.

•	 Help shape solutions to address homelessness, Charter Reform, 
and other critical social issues.

•	 Gain access to resources that amplify your voice and impact.

Whether you're an activist, community leader, or concerned citizen, your voice 
matters. Stand up, speak out, and help us build a stronger, more informed, and 
compassionate community.

Get involved today, and together, we can create the Los Angeles 
County community that is equitable and just for all.

 Visit our website or contact us to learn more about upcoming meetings and initiatives.

2024 BY THE NUMBERS

SIGNATURE 
EVENTS2 1,200+

95%6

11
of attendees 
would recommend 
Empowerment Congress 
programming and invite 
a friend, neighbor, or 
colleague. 

PARTICIPANTS

WORKING 
GROUP 
MEETINGS

VOTER 
EDUCATION 
EVENTS
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Principles of Civic Engagement and Empowerment
These ten core principles and values of citizenship promote positive community 
and social change and define the perspective, practice, and methodology of the 
Empowerment Congress and our approach to representative and participatory 
democracy.

We employ these principles and values to guide advocacy, impact politics, and 
promote transformational change. These principles encompass the values and 
practices that arose from the African American political experience and in the quest to 
participate in representative self-government. While developed under the auspices 
of that specific movement, they are common to all communities seeking to perfect 
the practice of democracy in the United States.

•	 Civil discourse on matters of debate and contention
•	 Evidence-based inquiry, discussion, and public policy development
•	 Inclusive, democratic participation
•	 Reciprocal accountability
•	 Non-violent, peaceful resolution of disputes
•	 Respect for diversity and the dignity of all persons
•	 Principle-based organizing
•	 Neighborhood empowerment
•	 Collective advocacy and direct action in the redress of grievances
•	 Mass mobilization rooted in the agency of the individual
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Empowerment Congress Description

After more than three decades, the Empowerment Congress (EC) continues to 
empower and engage all members of our diverse communities to ensure our collective 
voice is heard by:

•	 Encouraging and enlisting full participation from our community to improve  
our quality of life;

•	 Educating and informing our community on how government works;
•	 Developing strategies that shape policy and legislation; and
•	 Connecting our community with public resources

The EC is a distinctive and deliberate national model of civic engagement built on the 
core principles of participatory democracy, reciprocal accountability, and intentional 
civility. Founded in 1992 by then-Los Angeles City Councilman Mark Ridley-Thomas, 
the EC is a dynamic partnership among neighborhood groups, residents, nonprofit 
organizations, businesses, religious institutions, and community leaders within diverse 
communities. A precursor to the City of Los Angeles’ Neighborhood Councils, the EC 
is an ongoing effort in participatory government, founded on the tenet that elected 
officials are most effective when the constituents they serve are actively involved in the 
decision-making process.

The EC provides unique opportunities for the community to be heard and engaged 
on issues that directly impact their quality of life. Our ongoing programming and 
partnerships generate dialogue that encourages and lays the foundation for economic, 
social, and political justice.

On behalf of the Empowerment Congress Leadership Council, we thank all the volunteers and civic engagement 
activists who made production of this event possible, and especially our fiscal sponsor, Community Initiatives, TBG 
Events, and KBLA 1580 Talk and the Institute for Non-Violence in Los Angeles, our Summit partners. We extend a 
special word of gratitude to our Founder, Mark Ridley-Thomas, PhD, whose servant leadership continues to inspire 
us. Finally, we thank the EC staff, Courtney Wilkins and Vincent Harris, for their efforts.
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